


www.alphapublishing.com askme@alphapublishing.com

alphapublishinguaewww.alphapublishing.com @alphapubuae

alpha publishing alpha publishingalpha.publishing



www.alphapublishing.com askme@alphapublishing.com

Grades K1 & K2

The Alpha K ELA Program understands the importance of engaging children with the art of reading and setting them up 
for a lifelong love of literature. Alpha K ELA follows a carefully integrated, multimodal approach for introducing language 
arts skills and guiding students toward acquiring mastery of reading, writing, and speaking the English language.

• Fully aligned with the Common Core State Standards
• Beautifully illustrated with fun and educational activities
• Promotes cross-curricular learning and integrated reading instruction
• Phonological awareness and vocabulary building exercises in each chapter
• Age-appropriate instructions and engaging content
• Step-by-step, scaffolded teacher instructions
• CCSS codes for easy reference to the standards covered
• ExamView assessment generator for creating, assigning, and scoring tests, quizzes, and more
• Available both online and offline on eAlpha, your dynamic and interactive Learning Management System

Key Features

eALPHA
Mobile eLearning Platform

Student Book

The panda asked, “What are you doing?”
The cat said, “I am off to find rabbit. 
We will race.”

I can write a silly story.
It will be funny. 
A panda and a cat 
will be in my story.

7574

The beautifully illustrated paired selections of 
stories reflect the integrated model of literacy 
required by the CCSS and help students to 
build on the skills developed at the pre-reading 
stage (decoding stories through images and 
identifying characters, settings, and main 
events).

Text Connections

After each paired text selection is a set of three 
textual connections:

• Text-to-Text
• Text-to-Self
• Text-to-World

These connections help children develop 
the habit of reading critically and making 
connections to the world around them.

Phonics page

The phonics page introduces Phonological 
Awareness through the phonics that children 
encounter in the two readings. Children learn 
the relationship between spoken and written 
English most effectively when the connection 
between the two is presented within a literary 
setting.

TALK tk

IF YOU GIVE 
A MOOSE  
A MUFFIN

by Laura Numeroff
illustrated by Felicia Bond

I can write a silly story.
It will be funny. 
A panda and a cat 
will be in my story.

 Who are the characters in this story?Who are the characters in this story?

Discuss

ACT Act out your silly story.

TALK Why are these stories silly?

DRAW Think of a silly story. 
Draw a picture of your silly 
story.

The cat won the race.
It must be her new wheels. 
She can win any race now. 

76 7777

The Letter T 
Listen to your teacher say each picture. 
Listen to the sound that the letter 
T makes.

The Letter D 
Listen to your teacher say each picture. 
Listen to the sound that the letter 
D makes.

TtTtTtTtTtTtDdDdDdDdDdDdDdDdDd
78 79

American English

Video Clips

Online Reporting

Online Resources

Interactive Content

Alpha + PhET Sims

CCSSAlpha K English Language Arts (ELA)



www.alphapublishing.com askme@alphapublishing.com

Sidekick

Teacher Guide

Sidekick contains a variety of fun and
easy-to-follow exercises to help children review, 
apply and practice comprehension, reading, 
and writing skills.

• Use your Book
• Words and Word Parts
• Phonics and Words
• Comprehension Activities
• Decodable Readers to practice phonemic 

knowledge in a literary setting
• Handwriting and Writing in Action Exercises
• Language Arts and Grammar

The Alpha K ELA Teacher Guide has been 
designed to provide teachers with the 
necessary resources to meet the diverse needs 
of today’s young learners throughout the world.

It provides an overview of each unit and 
includes support for every selection in the 
Student Book and the practices in the Sidekick.

The Teacher Guide also includes teacher 
scripts, ELL tips and Activities, Pacing and 
Lesson Plans, Phonics and Multiple Intelligence 
Activities guides, CCSS codes, and Assessment 
Rubrics.

School to Home Letter:

Parents will get to know what their children are 
learning and how to encourage them at home.

RF.K.2.e

 

 

 

 

W.K.8  RF.K.1.A  RI.K.7

RF.K.1.b

Listen to your teacher read the title of the story. Then write the title of the story.

20 21

 

Look at each picture. Write the letter for the beginning sound.

Words and Word Parts

at

at

at

at

Use Your Book

Dear Parents,

In Unit 3, children explored the big question “What would happen if . . .” 
This encouraged children to discover by asking questions. Then children 
contemplated the answers to those questions by hypothesizing 
possible answers. Finally, children analyzed the relationship between 
cause and effect. The children accomplished this by focusing on several 
core skills.

In reading, children focused on identifying characters and the 
setting of the story. They pointed out details and used illustrations 
to understand the stories. In phonics, children learned the /s/, /m/, /t/, 
/d/, /ŏ/, /ō/, /ŭ/, and /ū/ sounds. Challenge your child to point out other 
words with these sounds. They also learned the High Frequency Words: 
can, we, what, find, funny, that, and, but, an. Encourage children to identify 
these words in other places. 

Invite your child to show you how to write and say the sounds, 
letters, and words from Unit 3. Thank you for all you do in helping your 
child to be successful in school. Have fun learning with your child.

Part 4 2322 Part 4

Unit 3 Assessment Rubric

Category

Total score:  /39

Category Level 3 Level 2 Level 1

Handwriting Writes legibly and on the lines 
consistently.

Writes legibly and on the lines 
some of the time.

Rarely writes legibly or on the 
lines.

Spacing Spaces between letters and 
words consistently.

Spaces between some letters 
and some words.

Rarely spaces between letters 
or words.

Letter Formation Prints uppercase and lowercase 
letters correctly.

Prints uppercase and lowercase 
letters correctly some of the 
time.

Rarely prints uppercase or 
lowercase letters correctly.

Sight Words Recognizes and spells sight 
words consistently.

Recognizes and spells sight 
words some of the time.

Rarely recognizes or spells 
sight words correctly.

Phonics Demonstrates knowledge of 
and produces basic phonemes 
consistently.

Demonstrates knowledge of 
and produces basic phonemes 
some of the time.

Rarely demonstrates 
knowledge of or produces 
basic phonemes.

High Frequency 
Words

Recognizes and uses high 
frequency words correctly.

Recognizes and uses high 
frequency words some of the 
time.

Rarely recognizes or uses high 
frequency words correctly.

Fluency Reads with phrasing and 
expression.

Reads word by word with some 
phrasing and expression.

Reads word by word without 
phrasing or expression.

Comprehension Understands main ideas 
and uses details to make 
connections.

Recognizes main ideas and 
details.

Rarely understands main ideas 
or details.

Writing Writes left to right and top to 
bottom consistently.

Writes left to right and top to 
bottom some of the time.

Rarely writes left to right or top 
to bottom.

Speaking Speaks audibly and expresses 
thoughts, feelings, and ideas 
clearly.

Speaks audibly and expresses 
thoughts, feelings, and ideas 
some of the time.

Rarely speaks audibly or 
expresses thoughts, feelings, 
or ideas.

Development Uses creativity and imagination 
in problem solving.

Recognizes and engages in 
problem solving.

Rarely recognizes or engages 
in problem solving.

Listening Follows classroom rules 
and participates in group 
discussions consistently.

Follows classroom rules 
and participates in group 
discussions some of the time.

Rarely follows classroom 
rules or participates in group 
discussions.

Total score:  /39

Part Program Components Classroom 
Materials Cards

1

RF.K.3RL.K.1, RL.K.7

TK
Insert redux 
of title page 
of “Sam and 
Dave Dig a 

Hole.”

TKInsert redux of title page of “What If People Do Not Clean Up?”

What If People Do Not Clean Up?
Sam and Dave Dig a Hole

2 3

What happens at the end of the story?

Comprehension

Circle the things that Sam and Dave have in the story.

Sidekick, pages 2–3

What if no one put their toys away?

What would happen?What if we all let our bags blow into the water?

What would happen? 

What If People 
Do Not Clean Up? 

What If People 
Do Not Clean Up? 

3736

This Title is in low res

by Mac Barnett
illustrated by Jon Klassen

SAM 
& 

DAVE 
DIG 
A 

HOLE

Meet the Author 
& Illustrator
Meet the Aututu hor
& Illustrator

Meet the Author 
Mac Barnett tarted to write children’s stories 
at summer camp. He did not like the books at 
the camp. Mac made up his own stories.

Meet the Illustrator
Jon Klassen did not like to draw as a child. 
In the second grade, his teacher asked him 
to draw a dinosaur. His dinosaur was very 
good. Now, Jon likes to draw.

2 3

Student Anthology, pages 2–38

chart paper, 
chart, markers, 
photos from 
Sam and Dave 
Dig a Hole, glue, 
safety scissors, 
poster board, 
magnetic board 
and letters, scrap 
paper, dry erase 
boards, dry erase 
markers

HFW Cards: 
can, we, what  
What’s the 
Story Card: 
Sam and Dave 
Dig a Hole
Phonics Card: 
M & S
Imagine That! 
Card: Going 
Down in the Sea

Visual 
Vocabulary 
Cards: dig, 
hole, down, 
head
Grammar and 
Language 
Card: in
Chant and Sing 
Fluency Card: 
Shovel, Shovel

2 

RL.K.4RL.K.3

Time to Race
If You Give a Moose a Muffin

I can write a silly story. 

It will be funny.  

A panda and a cat  

will be in my story.

18 19

IF YOU GIVE 
A MOOSE  
A MUFFIN

by Laura Numeroff

illustrated by Felicia Bond

What is a scooter? Circle the picture.

Comprehension

Where are the boy and the moose in this story? Color the picture that shows this place. 

The cat is on a red scooter.

Sidekick, pages 18–19

The panda asked, “What are you doing?”
The cat said, “I am off to find rabbit. 
We will race.”

I can write a silly story.
It will be funny. 
A panda and a cat 
will be in my story.

7574

IF YOU GIVE 
A MOOSE 
A MUFFIN

by Laura Numeroff
illustrated by Felicia Bond

Meet the Author 
& Illustrator
Meet the Aututu hor
& Illustrator

Meet the Author 
Laura Numeroff loved to write stories 
when she was a child. Laura kept 
reading and writing books as she got 
older. She also loves movies. She saw 
72 in one year!

Meet the Illustrator
Felicia Bond was born in Japan.
She liked to look at the pictures in 
children’s books. Now, she draws 
pictures and writes them. She uses 
her family’s names in her stories.

42 43

Student Anthology, pages 42–76

chart paper, 
chart, markers, 
glue, safety 
scissors, poster 
board, magnetic 
board and 
letters, scrap 
paper, dry erase 
boards, dry erase 
markers

HFW Cards: 
find, funny, 
that
What’s the 
story? Cards: 
Time to Race
Phonics Card: 
D & T
Imagine That! 
Cards: Soccer 
Bears

Visual 
Vocabulary 
Cards: moose, 
jam, sweater, 
muffin
Grammar and 
Language Card: 
Opposites
Chant and Sing 
Fluency Card: 
Vroom Vroom

3

RI.K.4RI.K.9

Cooking Together

Fish or Frogs?

32 33

TK
“Cooking 

Together” here 
once content for 

“Cooking 
Together” has 

been switched to 
here.

TK
“Fish or Frogs” 
[confi rm correct 

title] after content 
for that page is 

switched to here.

Put the pictures from the story in order. Start with 1 (beginning) and end with 4 (end).

Comprehension

Draw a picture of the frog from Cooking Together. Draw a picture of a frog from Fish or Frogs? 
Tell how they are different.

Sidekick, pages 32–33

The frog eggs hatch. The babies do

not look like frogs. They look like fish! 

Are they fish or frog? 

Look at the frog eggs 

float in the pond. 

Fish or
FROG

8988

“Let’s make Momma some bread,” Frog said. 

Momma loves bread. And Momma likes nuts! 

“That is a great idea!” Duck said. 

Cooking 
Together

8180

Student Anthology, pages 80–92

chart paper, 
chart, markers, 
glue, safety 
scissors, poster 
board, magnetic 
board and 
letters, scrap 
paper, dry erase 
boards, dry erase 
markers

HFW Cards: 
an, but, and 
What’s the 
story? Cooking 
Together
Phonics Cards: 
Short /o/, Long 
/o/, Short /u/, 
Long /u/
Imagine That! 
Cards: Jungle 
Adventure

Visual 
Vocabulary 
Card: frog, egg, 
duck, jump
Grammar and 
Language 
Card: un-
Chant and Sing 
Fluency Card: 
Bake with Me

REVIEW
The Big Question Project,  

Performance Assessment, and Unit Game 
safety scissors, 
M and S game 
cards, chart 
paper, float 
and sinking 
objects (e.g. 
apple, bottle, 
pencil, paperclip, 
crayon, tennis 
ball, ice cube), 
aquarium or clear 
plastic container, 
water, towel

►

►

►

RI.K.4RI.K.9

Cooking Together

Fish or Frogs?

32 33

TK
“Cooking 

Together” here 
once content for 

“Cooking 
Together” has 

been switched to 
here.

TK
“Fish or Frogs” 
[confi rm correct 

title] after content 
for that page is 

switched to here.

Put the pictures from the story in order. Start with 1 (beginning) and end with 4 (end).

Comprehension

Draw a picture of the frog from Cooking Together. Draw a picture of a frog from Fish or Frogs? 
Tell how they are different.

Sidekick, pages 46–47

Unit 3 Overview 5

Each unit consists of an easy-to-use three-part 
lesson plan plus a Unit Big Question Project and 
Unit Game. The pacing plan can be revised based on 
your children’s interests, needs, and ability levels.

For the first three parts, children read, discuss, 
and explore the paired stories. They also complete 
Sidekick pages: Comprehension, Use Your Book, 

Words and Word Parts, Phonics and Words, 
Fluency, Language, Handwriting, and Writing in 
Action.

During review days, children review skills and 
engage in a group activity. Children also complete 
their Unit Big Question Project and engage in the 
Unit Game.

Unit 3 Pacing Plan

4 Unit 3 Pacing Plan

As you introduce each story, keep in mind different ways to approach content 
depending on the needs, learning styles, and interests of your children.

Teaching Tips

English Language Learners
Extend As you read Sam and Dave Dig a Hole, 
ask questions to help children remember the 
story. Hold up p. 4 of the story and model asking 
questions. Say: What do I see? Well, I see two boys, a 
dog, and a tree. What will the boys do with the shovel? 
Hmmm. Maybe they will dig a hole. Or, maybe they 
will dig up the tree. Give children plenty of time to 
think of and process each question. You may wish 
to complete this kind of questioning activity with 
each selection in the Unit.

Fluency
Repeat Display What If People Do Not Clean 
Up? Anthology, p. 36–38. Model fluency by 
reading it aloud to children. Use appropriate 
pacing, intonation, and emotion. Then read 
the selection again. This time, read a phrase or 
sentence and have children echo you. Afterward, 
record the story, and then invite children to listen 
to the story as they follow along in their books.

Differentiated Instruction
► Level 1 Encourage these children to ask 
questions about the characters and what they do 
in the story If You Give a Moose a Muffin. You 
may wish to review question words, such as Who? 
What? When? Where? Why?
► Level 2 Encourage children to share a personal 
experience of a time when they were curious and 
started to explore everything in the the world 
around them, just like the moose does in the story.
► Level 3 Invite pairs of children to make sock 
puppets of the moose and boy, and then recreate 
the story. Encourage them to add dialogue as they 
practice and present their puppet show.

Learning Styles
Here are a few ways you can address different 
learning styles as you read Fish or Frogs.
Visual Have volunteers describe the illustrations 
from Fish or Frogs to the class. Encourage them 
to study the pictures carefully and give detailed 
descriptions.
Auditory Have children put away Fish or 
Frogs. Read it out loud as children listen. Or, 
have children raise their hands when they hear a 
certain sound or word.
Kinesthetic Have children act out Fish or Frogs 
as you read it to them. Encourage them to listen 
carefully as they act out how a tadpole changes to 
a frog by hatching, swimming, growing legs, and 
so on.

Ancillaries

Classroom Ancillary Pack K1
Flash Cards

• Visual Vocabulary
• What’s the Story?
• Chant and Sing

Classroom Ancillary Supplemental Pack
(goes with both K1 & K2)
Flash Cards

• Alphabet
• Grammar and Language
• High-Frequency Words
• Numbers
• Phonics

Classroom Ancillary Pack K2
Flash Cards

• Visual Vocabulary
• What’s the Story?
• Chant and Sing

RF.K.1.d  RF.K.3a

3
three Shovel, shovel 

How deep can we dig? 
Let’s keep digging 
Until we find something big! 
Shovel, shovel  
How deep can we dig? 
Down, down, down 
Until we find something big!

dig

What If We Took a 
Field Trip?
Let’s take a fi eld trip to a 
classroom museum. At a 
museum we can see art. We 
can see statues. We can even 
see toys from long ago! 

CCSSAlpha K English Language Arts (ELA)



Providing ongoing professional development for educators is one of the most 
critical success factors for better learning and teaching outcomes. 

Alpha Publishing, in partnership with KDSL Global and a selection of independent 
trainers, provides specifically tailored program training and practice sessions, along 
with leadership and school management courses, for teachers and institutions, via 
distance learning or at site events. 

For more information about professional development and product training please 
visit www.alphapublishing.com or call +971 4 391 8658.

Professional Development & Product Training

www.alphapublishing.com   |     askme@alphapublishing.com
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